Internal Revenue Service, Treasury

thereto, any stamp, coupon, ticket,
book, or other device prescribed by the
Commissioner under the Code for the
collection or payment of any tax im-
posed by the Code, shall, upon convic-
tion thereof, be fined not more than
$1,000, or imprisoned not more than 6
months, or both.

(b) For use or resale of unused docu-
mentary stamps, see paragraph (c) of
§43.6802-1 of this chapter (Documentary
Stamp Tax Regulations).

§301.7214-1 Offenses by officers and
employees of the United States.

Any officer or employee of the United
States acting in connection with any
revenue law of the United States re-
quired to make a written report under
the provisions of section 7214(a)(8) shall
submit such report to the Commis-
sioner, or to a regional commissioner
or district director.
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§301.7216-1 Penalty for disclosure or
use of tax return information.

(a) In general. Section 7216(a) pre-
scribes a criminal penalty for tax re-
turn preparers who knowingly or reck-
lessly disclose or use tax return infor-
mation for a purpose other than pre-
paring a tax return. A violation of sec-
tion 7216 is a misdemeanor, with a
maximum penalty of up to one year
imprisonment or a fine of not more
than $1,000, or both, together with the
costs of prosecution. Section 7216(b) es-
tablishes exceptions to the general rule
in section 7216(a) prohibiting disclosure
and use. Section 7216(b) also authorizes
the Secretary to promulgate regula-
tions prescribing additional permitted
disclosures and uses. Section 6713(a)
prescribes a related civil penalty for
disclosures and uses that constitute a
violation of section 7216. The penalty
for violating section 6713 is $250 for
each prohibited disclosure or use, not
to exceed a total of $10,000 for a cal-
endar year. Section 6713(b) provides
that the exceptions in section 7216(b)
also apply to section 6713. Under sec-
tion 7216(b), the provisions of section
7216(a) will not apply to any disclosure
or use permitted under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of sec-
tion 7216 and §§301.7216-1 through
301.7216-3:
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